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intellectual, was "more like a Bohemian peasant than a
princess," cared only for field sports (which Gian Gastone
detested), and considered her small patrimony of Rcichstadt,
a petty village in a secluded part of the mountains in Bo-
hemia, the only place in the woild worth living in. Gian
Gastone strongly objected to the wife thus chosen for him,
who was about as unsuitable to a man of his tastes as could
have been found; but Cosimo would not listen to his piotests,
and after making him accompany him to Loieto to make
numerous votive offerings, despatched him to Dusseldorf (the
seat of the Elector Palatine), where in July 1697 the mar-
riage was performed; after which Gian Gastone and his un-
congenial consoit proceeded to the remote Bohemian village
which was in future to be his abode.

Arrived there, Gian Gastone found himself condemned to
live in a small and mean castle in the midst of a village, with-
out any intellectual society, with a wife altogethei his in-
ferior, in a country which was buried deep in snow foi half
the year, and where during the other half there was nothing
to do but shoot. His wife cared only about horses and dogs,
and spent most of her time "holding conversations in tlv
stables"; she was capricious, hysterical, imperious, brainless,
and apt to burst out suddenly in wrath or in tears, and hei
character and manners had after three years' experience
caused her former husband to take to drink. Gian Gastone
writes to his father that she "is nothing more than a conta-
dina." Placed in such conditions, and saddled with a coarse
and ill-favoured wife who offended his tastes at every turn,
Gian Gastone stood it for a year and then fled to join his
mother in Paris. Thence he was forced by Cosimo to return
to his hated domicile in Bohemia; but the various miseries
of his existence there began ere long to produce in him a
settled melancholy. "Nevertheless from time to time Gian
Gastone's keen and witty Tuscan spirit caused him to treat
facetiously even the dismal circumstances in which he found
himself/'20 and his letters to his father21 occasionally de-